
Unexpected Growth 

N umbers do not always tell the whole story –  

especially when it comes to ministry. This 

past year, as public schools closed their doors to outside 

organizations, and some even to their own teachers and 

students, the staff at Child Evangelism Fellowship 

(CEF) of Lancaster County turned to the Lord for  

guidance. It would have been easy to give up and shut 

down the ministry; however, God inspired His people 

to get creative and not only push through the pandemic, 

but actually GROW the ministry in the midst of a rather 

dark time. 

Attendance at our in-person clubs that were held 

off-site was definitely lower; but, the depth of the min-

istry that took place with each child was immeasurable. 

Zoom Good News Clubs allowed students from all over  

Lancaster County to join online whether their  

elementary school currently had a club or not. Children 

were excited to participate and many expressed a desire 

for a club at their elementary school. As we contacted 

school districts requesting permission to announce our 

online clubs, administrators asked, “Why don’t we have 

a Good News Club?” Parents enthusiastically embraced 

their children’s participation and some even sat in to 

hear the comforting teaching of Biblical truths. As a 

result, God directed us to four main areas of the county 

where GNCs are missing but greatly desired. 

The next challenge was funding. Again we prayed 

and God answered in a big way through you, our  

supporters! It costs $5,000 annually to operate a club so 

we asked God for $20,000 to #GrowCEF which would  

allow us to initiate four new clubs. God wowed us by  

providing a  

total of $21,784  

confirming our 

planned four 

club expansion. 

Next, we need 

church partners. 

God already 

knows which 

scripturally-

sound churches will open their doors to club children 

and their families to spiritually nourish them. As we 

reach out to churches in the area, the ones He has  

chosen are being revealed. Pray for continued guidance. 

Finally, we need volunteers. Perhaps God is calling 

YOU to serve in a GNC? We are looking for help in the 

following school districts: Cocalico, Donegal, Penn 

Manor, and possibly Solanco or the School District of 

Lancaster. Email info@ceflancaster.org to inquire about 

the various opportunities. 

The school doors may have closed but the time was 

not wasted. Children grew in their faith. God showed us 

the need for more clubs. We learned to rely entirely on 

His lead. We do not know where clubs will be held this 

fall (in schools, churches or online) but we do know we 

will not stop spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ 

to the children of Lancaster County. When you  

surrender everything to God, nothing is wasted and  

you might even experience unexpected growth! 

UPCOMING 

Thursday, September 16:  Fall Refresher 

Monday, October 4:  Good News Club season begins 

Thursday, October 14:  Annual Banquet 

God provided new 

locations when 

schools closed their 

doors so children 

could continue to 

hear the Good News! 

Small Group Leader 

Karen Hammel 



From the Director 
Lisa Kilgore 
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F or the LORD is good;  

his steadfast love endures  

forever, and his faithfulness to all  

generations. Psalm 100:5. 

We have seen this scripture play out 

repeatedly over the past year, and God is showing His 

amazing faithfulness once again as we prepare for a larger  

summer ministry season than we’ve had in several years! 

This July and August we will run three times as many 

summer clubs and two full-day summer camps. We can 

also see God working to increase the ministry this fall. We 

can’t wait to share with you, our faithful partners and  

supporters, what God has been doing. That’s why we  

sincerely ask you to join us for our Thursday,  

October 14 Banquet. We hope to see you all in person at 

The Wyndham Resort and Convention Center in  

Lancaster. Please plan to join us at 6:30 pm that evening 

and be inspired as we celebrate the lives touched by God’s 

Good News over the past year. 

Church-Club Connection 

Octarara Got “The Point” in 2020 

W hen COVID 19 kept their Good News Club® 

from meeting in the school during the 2020-

21 school year, team leaders Larry and Sue Constable 

knew exactly where to go. They had been involved in 

opening a youth center called The Parkesburg Point in 

2001, and they remained in close relationship with the 

staff there. Sue recalls, 

“An overwhelming burden 

from the Lord prompted 

us to work with other  

believers in the  

community to start the 

ministry in 2001. The 

doors opened at the 

POINT in 2003. ” Now 

The Point was able and 

willing to host the Good 

News Club throughout the 

school year. Indeed, the 

staff at The Point were 

eager to host the club, and 

several of them attended training from CEF to learn 

how to share the Gospel via the Wordless Book. They 

were also excited for their kids - many of whom have 

never attended a club -to be included in this opportunity.  

Octorara’s club started meeting in the Primary 

Learning Center (grades K-2) in the fall of 2011, with 

children from the elementary school (grades 3-4) being 

bused over to attend. Over time, some of the fifth and 

sixth graders from the intermediate school started  

asking to come back as helpers. Meeting at The Point 

did change the club dynamics somewhat. Since the club 

met in the evening and The Point is open to  

children ages eight to 18, many of the children  

attending were older than the usual grade K-4 students 

from Octorara. While the later hour may have  

prevented younger children from attending, many new 

children were able to come, adding up to a total of 51 

students at the club this year! Sue notes that “D.L. 

Moody once said if he could change anything about his 

ministry, he would direct his entire ministry towards 

children because of their openness to the Gospel. We 

need to do more to reach the children in our   

communities. The blessings are huge and the number of 

students that trust Christ compared to adults is  

staggering.” She is so thankful that The Point allowed 

the Octorara club to meet in person this year!  

God Reveals His 
Steadfast Love 

Team leader Larry Constable 
and a GNC student enjoy some 
fellowship time at The Point. 

Students from the Parksburg area and Octarara School 
District were blessed to meet in person at The Point. 
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Club of the Quarter 

Salisbury & Paradise Elementary Schools 
Pequea Valley School District 

W hen the Paradise and Salisbury Good News 

Club® teams didn’t have enough volunteers 

to run their clubs, they got creative and combined into a 

joint Pequea Valley team. Melinda Grant from the 

Salisbury team shares, “We all really missed seeing the 

Kids and wanted to meet in person.” Sue Homsher 

served on the Pequea Valley team and asked her church, 

Paradise Bible Fellowship, if the club could meet there. 

The large room at the church worked perfectly to  

accommodate social distancing. Because these two 

clubs run very similarly, the mix of volunteers was able 

to work well together. While only 15 children attended 

regularly, the reduced numbers seemed to lead to fewer 

behavioral issues. The volunteers loved being able to 

mentor in smaller groups and really enjoyed working 

with people with whom they hadn’t previously worked. 

The students also seemed to enjoy the small group time 

the most, although they were very engaged in the  

dynamic Bible and Missions lessons as well. Melinda 

notes that “every single child did his devotional book 

lesson each week, and because the club was smaller, we 

were able to give them coins to put in the missions can 

if they knew their verses. All the children memorized 

the verses.” One mom noted that her daughter didn’t 

want to attend the first week of club, but after coming 

and experiencing the smaller group, she shared that 

she loved having more time with her small group  

leader. Melinda also noted that she was able to have 

more interaction with parents this year as they brought 

their children to the church.  

One highlight of the club season was the  

traditional spring “graduation” for the sixth graders. 

The team acknowledged them in front of the group, 

read scripture, and prayed for them to encourage them 

to live their lives in a way that honors and pleases 

God. The team was very thankful to have this  

opportunity to reach the local children even though 

they couldn’t meet in the schools. Melinda summed up 

their feelings well: “It is definitely worth it, even if 

you don’t have a large group of children coming. It’s 

truly a blessing to be able to share the Gospel with the 

children and to see them either believe in Jesus as their 

Savior and/or grow in their relationship with Him!”  

Children from Paradise Elementary School  combined 
with students from Salisbury Elementary School to form 
a Pequea Valley School District Good News Club. 

This smile reveals the joy children experience in Good 
News Club as they worship God and learn how much 
Jesus loves them. These clubs are vital! 

A fter many months of coursework and study, 

we are thrilled to announce that Lisa Kilgore 

has officially been named Director of CEF of Lancaster 

County! In addition to that, Melinda Grant has been 

promoted to Ministry Coordinator, Nadine Welk has 

been named Children’s Ministry Specialist Coordinator 

and Ivy Espenshade has gone from an intern to a part-

time  Children’s Ministry Specialist. We are pleased to 

announce the addition of Stone Valentine who is  

serving as a part-time summer intern. 

God is blessing the ministry of CEF in abundance 

and the  staff works well together as the body of Christ! 

Leading the Way 



4 

CYIA
™

 Summer Missionaries Lead Summer Programs 

S ummer 2020 looked quite different at CEF of 

Lancaster County due to the pandemic so  

nobody knew what to expect for summer 2021. A major 

answer to prayer was the arrival of Ivy Espenshade who 

spent eight summers working with CEF® as a summer 

missionary and returned in March as a Children’s  

Ministry Specialist. “Ivy has so much experience and we 

are thrilled to have her input as we strive to improve our 

programs,” explains Director Lisa Kilgore. “We began 

speaking to local youth groups to recruit our summer  

missionaries as early as November,” elaborates Lisa. 

Interested students were invited to informational 

sessions held in January titled Warm Up to Ministry and 

boy did they ever! “We were overwhelmed by the  

response and excited to see who God was calling to 

serve,” says Lisa. “By March 12, we had ten teens  

committed to full-summer ministry and several others 

willing to volunteer throughout the summer.” The  

decision was made to hire one of the older, more  

experienced teens, Mya Higgins, as a part-time, paid 

staff intern since she was able to help with spring Good 

News Clubs as well. 

The nine teens picked up their acceptance packets 

and immediately began selling Chicken BBQ tickets to 

raise support. “Raising support as a missionary is an 

amazing way to see how God provides for you to do His 

work,” Lisa declares. “Initially, it seems intimidating 

and almost impossible to a young teenager; but, they get 

to witness the power of prayer and how God prepares 

them in every way when He calls them.” In addition to 

selling BBQ tickets, the teens also sent out support  

letters to friends and family. As of early June, all nine 

summer missionaries had received their full support – 

praise the Lord! 

Behind the scenes, Ministry Coordinator Melinda 

Grant worked closely with Ivy and the Children’s  

Ministry Specialists to adapt the curriculum for 5-Day 

Clubs to VBS programs and Camp Good News®.  

Creativity permeated the office as devotionals were  

designed, crafts came together and schedules were set. 

Ivy busily booked locations for each of the programs and 

actually TRIPLED the summer ministry opportunities 

from last year!  

Meanwhile, the summer missionaries were memorizing 

scripture and being trained on how to present the Gospel 

using the Wordless Book. “Training Camp is an intense 

week away where the summer missionaries really grow in 

their own faith and understanding of how to teach  

children,” says Lisa. “This is followed by an additional 

week of local training that includes actual 5-Day Clubs 

where they are putting into practice everything they have 

learned under the guidance of staff.” 

Please pray for each of our CYIA Summer  

Missionaries as they prepare to step into the spiritual  

battleground of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 

with children throughout Lancaster County. See the  

pictures below (and back cover) to get to know these 

young people who are devoting their entire summers to 

serving the Lord. Lisa smiles as she concludes, “It is so 

exciting to see God raising up the next generation of  

believers who are ready to fulfill His Great Commission!” 

Games and fellowship are crucial to building relationships 

Bennett Allgyer 
Hempfield High School 
Entering 9th grade 
Westminster Presbyterian 

Sarah Baum 
Lancaster County 
Christian School 
Entering 8th grade 
Calvary Church 

Allyson Caddick 
Hempfield High School 
Entering 10th grade 
Westminster Presbyterian 

Katey Caddick 
Hempfield High School 
Entering 9th grade 
Westminster Presbyterian 

Katie Gardner 
Hempfield High School 
Entering 10th grade 
Hempfield UMC 

(continued on back page) 
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CYIA™ Summer Missionaries Ready to Serve 
(continued from page 4)  

Anthony Higgins 
Homeschool 
Entering 8th grade 
Westminster Presbyterian 

Brad Higgins 
Homeschool 
Entering 8th grade 
Westminster Presbyterian 

Carys Knight 
Hempfield High School 
Entering 10th grade 
Hempfield UMC 

Adeline Rohal 
Lancaster County Christian School 
Entering 9th grade 
Westminster Presbyterian 


