
 

Sharing the Treasure of Christ 
 

A s a non-profit organization, CEF® of Lancaster 
County is fully supported by you. So when we 

had to cancel our largest fundraiser,  
our annual banquet, it was quite a blow. 
Thankfully, we knew just whom to  
turn to – the God of the universe who  
promises to provide all of our needs. 

As an evangelistic-centered  
ministry, it is our mission to share  
Jesus with children and we don’t want 
to stop. “God put Colossians 2:2-3 on 
our hearts so we meditated on it and 
prayed,” says Kathleen Walter,  
Director of Development. “It was so 

exciting to see the 
whole concept of a 
Treasure Hunt come 
together as a way to 
communicate how we 
are adapting the  
ministry during this 
time while sharing our 
need for funding.” 
If you attended the 
CEF banquet within 
the past two years, you 
most likely received a 
“treasure box” in the 
mail filled with all 
kinds of goodies and a 

guide to go on your 
very own treasure hunt. 

“We designed, filled, labeled and hand-stamped more than 
500 boxes,” explains Kathleen. “It was fun working  
together on such a daunting task.” 

Disciple Media’s Chris Dearolf filmed and edited the 
video which can be found at ceflancaster.org/
treasurehunt/. “Chris was so great to work with,”  

Kathleen continues, “and we were both blown away by 
God’s faithfulness in providing willing participants. I 

hesitated to call Chris and tell him 
that I only had one week available to 
shoot the video but he told me that 
was his only open week as well!” 
God showed up in big ways  
throughout the entire process and  
inspired everyone involved. 
“Our desire is to return to an  
in-person banquet next year,”  
expresses Kathleen. “But, we are  
forever grateful to God for showing 
us how to reach out and reveal the 

ministry so we can continue sharing the treasure of 
Christ with the children of Lancaster County.” 

Reserve Thursday, October 14, 2021 for an evening 
at the Wyndham Resort and Conference Center where 
Dr. Walt Mueller from the Center for Parent/Youth  
Understanding (CPYU) will share what children are  
facing in today’s culture. If you would like to see the 
ministry of CEF continue, donate to the Treasure Hunt 
by using the enclosed envelope and write, “Treasure 
Hunt” on the memo portion of your check. Or, go to 
ceflancster.org and click the donate button and select, 
“Treasure Hunt” in the dropdown menu. “We know 
these are financially difficult times for many people,” 
conveys Kathleen. 
“So even if you 
can’t give  
financially, perhaps 
you can volunteer 
or commit to  
praying for the 
ministry. Whatever 
you give is deeply 
appreciated and 
helps to further the 
Kingdom of God.” 

Nadine Welk, Children’s Ministry 
Specialist, adds the delicious gold 
chocolate coins to each box. 

Board Member Doris Reid inserts instructions. 

Volunteer Ruth Beneke adds popcorn 
to accompany the video. 

“. . . that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and 
the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Colossians 2:2-3 



 

From the Acting Director 
Lisa Kilgore 
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A 
Grateful 
Heart 

Give extra Joy! 

I  just received an e-mail from church asking me 
what I am thankful for in the midst of this pan-

demic. “Thankful” is not a word I’ve heard associated 
much with 2020, but as I reflect I realize we at CEF of 
Lancaster County have so many things to be thankful 
for this year. God has continued to provide for the work 
of this ministry, often in ways that make it clear it’s His 
hand at work-not ours. This summer, we were able to 
minister both in person and via Zoom to over 100 chil-
dren across Lancaster County, and this fall we’ve been 
able to train 23 of our Good News Club teams to do 
ministry in new ways. Kids from schools that don’t 
have a Good News Club have been able to participate 
for the first time because our staff and volunteers were 
willing to learn a new (and sometimes intimidating!) 
way of doing club. When I look back on 2020, I am 
very thankful for our persistent, faithful volunteers, our 
creative and dedicated staff, and for God’s strength 
equipping us all to continue to reach children with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. I’m thankful to have been able to 
provide encouragement and hope-the one true hope 
from our loving heavenly Father-to kids at a time when 
they really need it. I’m thankful to see God at work.  
What are you thankful for? 

H ow do you 
give joy? 
By  

donating to CEF of 
Lancaster County 
where our sole  
purpose (or shall we 
say “soul” purpose?) 
is to spread the 
GOOD NEWS! If 
you have never 
heard of Lancaster 
County’s ExtraGive, 
you must be new 
around here. On 
Friday, November 20, non-profit organizations from all 
around Lancaster County will be seeking your  
donations. Go online to ExtraGive.org and search “CEF” 
to support the ministry of Child Evangelism Fellowship of 
Lancaster County. 

We are looking for fundraising champions who will 
help promote the ExtraGive via social media. So if you 
are on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or SnapChat, consid-
er signing up on our page as a Fundraising Champion.  

Matches are also a great way to boost support. If 
you’d like to challenge everyone out there with a sum of 
money as a “match,” drop your check off at the CEF  
office and we will be sure to post it as a match. When we 
hit the dollar amount or number of donors you require for 
your match to kick in, all funds become part of the stretch 
pool and increase our overall fundraising efforts. 

On Friday, November 20, don’t just give. Give extra! 
Contact Kathleen Walter at kwalter@ceflancaster.org for 
more information. 

Socially-distanced, in-person Good News Clubs are happening! 
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F rank Hoover will be 90-years-young in Febru-
ary and joyfully reflects on his long history 

with CEF of Lancaster County. “I was born and raised 
on the farm,” Frank explains. “The (Good News Club) 
leader lived on a farm off of Route 340.” That “leader” 
just happened to be Katherine Hershey, the very first 
director of CEF of Lancaster County herself. “We had a 
great time with Katherine Hershey!” exclaims Frank. 
“She was more like a mother to us. She used flannel 
graph but kept it interesting.” 

Frank recalls seeing Katherine at the annual CEF 
banquet and how he’d always say, “I hope I wasn’t too 
hard on you!” In his early teen years, Frank would get 
home from school, hop on his bike and ride with his 
friends to club. “I enjoyed participating in the club and 
the journey to and from,” he says. He infers that half 
the fun was the anticipation of going and adds how 
much he loved being with his Good News Club friends 
who all rode their bikes to the club. 

Seeds were planted in those early years but didn’t 
result in an immediate commitment to Christ. “I was 
kicking it around in my head for some time,” he shares. 
“I was about 16 or 17-years-old,” he adds, as to when 
he chose to believe in Jesus. “You start to think is this 
all there is? And then you realize there is an eternity 
ahead and an eternity behind,” he wisely states. 

Frank continued attending the club for several years 
until his dad moved the family off the farm to Inter-
course. God brought various people into Frank’s life 
that influenced and guided his future. One gentleman 
who owned a painting business was ready to move on 
and asked Frank, “What are you going to do with your 
life? Want to start painting?” So Frank attained all of 
his painting supplies and got to work. “He gave me all 

Bikes, Farms and Good News Club 

June and Frank Hoover share a love for Jesus, the ministry 
of CEF and clearly, for each other. 

of his equipment,” Frank says. He did painting, paper 
hanging and floor sanding while obeying the principle, 
“whatever you do, do it for the Lord.” 

Before being drafted into the United States Army 
for two years, Frank met his soon-to-be bride June. 
“When the love bug bites, you don’t know where to 
scratch!” chuckles Frank. He was concerned she was  
too young but June left him no option when she told 
him, “I know God made you for me.” June herself did 
some teaching in Good News Club over the years. Fast 
forward to a wonderful family with four grown children 
and, as they say, the rest is history. 

CEF of Lancaster County continues to be blessed by 
Frank Hoover and his family. Frank himself painted the 
walls of our office which he recalls was once a flower 
shop. His sons have picked up the paintbrushes and  
continue to work as Frank H. Hoover & Sons Painting. 
When asked why Frank and June choose to support 
CEF, Frank replies, “Because that’s the Lord’s work and 
we cannot refuse the Lord’s work. It is everlasting and 
the rest is hay, wood and stubble.” He adds with a laugh, 
“If you don’t know what stubble is, that’s what’s left 
when you cut the hay.” At CEF, we’re beyond grateful 
for the Hoovers’ on-going support of the Lord’s work. 

Katherine Hershey touched numerous lives by sharing Jesus 
with the children of Lancaster County. 



 

Is God Calling You? 
Ages 14+ Can Serve as Summer Missionaries 
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These joyful youth workers at Farmdale Elementary School’s 
GNC provided the resources necessary to accept 24 more kids! 

Thank you for making our September 17 Chicken BBQ a  
success. We raised more than $4,000 for our 2021 Summer 
Ministry program! Join us on April 30, 2021 from 3:30 to 
6:30 pm as our CYIA hold the next Chicken BBQ  again  
featuring beloved Peters’ BBQ chicken. 

I s God calling you to serve as a missionary right 
here in Lancaster County this summer? Ask 

Him! If you are at least 14-years-old (or even as young 
as 12 if you plan to volunteer), you can serve as a CEF 
Christian Youth in Action® or CYIA™. This is an  
opportunity to teach and mentor children from ages  
five to twelve via our Camp Good News®, VBS and  
5-Day Club® programs. You will work as a team with 
fellow CYIA to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with 
children throughout Lancaster County, help them grow 
in relationship with the Lord and apply God’s Word to 
their lives. 

As a CYIA, you may witness a child hearing the 
Good News of Jesus for the first time ever! Each day of 
ministry, children are given the opportunity to believe 
in Jesus Christ as their Savior. You might even inspire 
a child to start thinking of becoming a missionary when 
he or she is older. No matter what, you will be helping 
children build a foundation in Christ that will help them 
endure future challenges throughout their lives. 

New for summer 2021, CEF will be offering two 
options for teens and young adults. You can commit  
to serving as a full-summer missionary as a job or  
you can serve as a volunteer for one week like doing a 
short-term, local missions trip. Either way, you will 
receive training and be equipped to share the Gospel 
with children. 

If you think you might be interested, join us on  
December 5 or December 11 for our Warm Up to  
Ministry CYIA information night. 
Text or call Lisa Kilgore at 717-283-7232 or email 
lkilgore@ceflancaster.org for details. 

Children look up to their teen helpers who lead them by both 
word and example. Plus, they have a lot of fun together! 

Important Dates 

Text Lisa: 717-283-7232 

E-mail: lkilgore@ceflancaster.org 

December 5 –or- 11 Intro to CYIA 

 Warm up to Ministry! 

January 12 Parent Info Session 

February 8 Application Deadline 

April 10 & May 22 Pre-training 

April 30 Chicken BBQ fundraiser 

June 19 - 25 Training School 

June 28 - July 2 Local Training 

July 5 - 9 Vacation 

July 12 - August 13 Ministry Weeks 
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All Is Calm. All Is Bright. 

C hildren attending Good News Clubs, whether 
in person or online, will be hearing a Bible 

lesson entitled, “The Promised Savior” during their last 
week of club. They will gain insight and understanding 
into the true meaning of Christmas—God sending His 
only son to Earth as a savior for our sins. 

This year has been a difficult year for most of us 
worldwide. However, we as Christians know that God 
has a plan and a purpose for everything that He allows. 
We are also told in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 to, “Give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” As we celebrate the gift of Jesus 
Christ, the Savior of the world, may our hearts overflow 
with joy and thanksgiving that He is the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords forever and ever. Amen! 

Important Dates 
for Volunteers 

Refresher — 
for returning volunteers 
located at Westminster  
Presbyterian Church 
 
Thursday, January 28 
2 to 4 pm or 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
 
Training Sessions — 
for new volunteers 
locations TBD 
Session 1 
Thursday, January 4 
9 am to 12:15 pm  
OR 
Monday, January 8 
6 to 9:15 pm 
 
Session 2 
Thursday, January 11 
9 am to 12:15 pm  
OR 
Monday, January 15 
6 to 9:15 pm  
 
Youth Training  
Saturday, February 27 
12:30 to 4:40 pm 


