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New Year, New Beginnings 

Call to Prayer 
Luke 10:2 Initiative 

“‘... Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers into his harvest.’” 

 Pray God provides for more JYou Connection™ 
clubs (JYC™)  in Lancaster County middle schools. 

 Pray that more churches partner with CEF. 

A t the CEF Office, we were recently blessed 

with a new roof. We are also excited to be 

giving our office a fresh new look.  

Appearances are not the only things we’ll be changing 

as we ring in the New Year. We are excited to share our 

new leadership team with you! Lisa Kilgore has  

accepted the position of Acting Executive Director, 

which will become Executive Director once she  

completes the training required by CEF international. 

Lisa looks forward to leading the staff and the ministry 

into 2020 and beyond. 

In addition, Kathleen Walter will be taking on the 

role of Director of Development. Kathleen has already 

begun working to promote CEF ministries to donors 

and churches across Lancaster County. She will  

continue to manage our newsletter and will be giving 

our website a makeover in the near future. 

As of January 1, Lisa and Kathleen are joined by 

Melinda Grant, who will move into Lisa’s former role 

of Ministry Coordinator for Good News Clubs. Melinda 

is eager to visit and get to know all of our clubs, and 

she has many wonderful ideas to organize  our teams to 

ensure their clubs run efficiently. We are excited to 

share that Mimi Stem has agreed to return to CEF as 

our Children’s Ministry Specialist (CMS) Coordinator.  

Director of Development Kathleen Walter accepts a check on 
behalf of CEF from the generous group, “100 Men Who Care.” 

Mimi will work to equip and guide our CMSs so they 

can more effectively serve our club teams. Finally,  

Nadine Welk, a volunteer with our Lafayette  

Elementary School GNC, will join Judy Fisher and  

Becca Niehaus as a CMS. 

God has clearly worked to bring each staff member 

to a position that will best use her skills and talents, and 

together this team will be able to serve Him even more 

effectively than ever before. Already this fall, God has 

blessed CEF of Lancaster County with 30 clubs  

attended by more than 900 children. More than  

60 children received Jesus as their Savior and many 

children are applying their learning from club to their 

daily lives. As a team, we can’t wait to see how God 

will lead this new team and our many dedicated  

volunteers to accomplish His purposes! 

(left) Ministry  
Coordinator for Good 
News Clubs Melinda 
Grant and Children’s 
Ministry Specialist  
Coordinator Mimi Stem 
enjoy promoting the 
Lancaster ExtraGive. 
God blessed the  
ministry of CEF with 
$40,000 — and that’s 
before even adding in 
the share pool! This  
allows us to begin the 
new year ready to serve. 

Gochnauer, their church partnership 

“makes it easier to connect with the 

school and the community.” Pastor 

Custer loves that CEF provides all the 

materials, training and curriculum 

which allows the volunteers to focus 

on teaching and sharing the Gospel 

with children. 

 The three churches each support 

the club in various ways. The main 

financial support comes from River 

Corner, but Bethel and Conestoga 

UMC also provide financial support. 

In fact, the Conestoga church  

community all came together during 

their Lenten service this past year to help offer support to the club. Bethel has an  

ongoing partnership with CEF which continues with their summer VBS program which 

many of the club children attend. Conestoga UMC has invited club children to church 

events such as Trunk-or-Treat as a way to minister to them outside of GNC.  

 If you’re considering partnering with CEF, Pastor Gochnauer says; “Visit other 

clubs and talk with workers to see if it is a good fit for you and if it fits into the goals 

and ministry of your congregation.” Pastor Rimert suggests talking with other churches 

to partner together. He says; “Having a team coming from a variety of churches adds a 

strength you otherwise won’t have.” For Pastor Custer, the benefits of partnering with 

CEF outweigh the demands. “GNC is an extremely effective way to reach children for 

Christ and provides an “in” to shed Christ’s love on the children of the community.”   

Church-Club Connection 
continued from page 2 

Pastor George Custer enjoys serving the Lord in GNC. 



 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 
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12 Terrific Teens 
Farmdale Elementary School 
Hempfied School District 

High school junior Maddie Flick has also enjoyed 

having a group of girls for four years in a row. She is  

excited to have built bonds that will last forever. Maddie 

loves teaching Missions for the 4th-6th grade room  

because “the kids are so eager to absorb the knowledge 

and learn more!” Juniors Ezekiel and Briella Weaver and 

freshman Grant Decker heard about the club through 

JYC™ club and decided to serve as Wonder Group  

Leaders because they enjoy working with younger kids. 

All three come from large families—so naturally they 

invited their younger siblings to attend club while they 

served! Freshman Eriyona Weaver began leading a  

Wonder Group when she was in 6th grade at Farmdale. 

She co-leads a group with 5th grader Olivia Walck. Both 

girls have family members in their group and witnessed 

Eriyona’s cousin and Olivia’s sister receive Jesus as their 

Savior this fall! 

Seventh grader Bennett Allgyer confesses he was 

nervous about serving at first, wondering if he could  

really do it. Fortunately, his classmate Ben Cromwell 

agreed to lead a Wonder Group with Bennett, and  

Bennett soon came to realize there was nothing to fear. 

He advises anyone who might be thinking of helping in 

club that it is “a really good experience not only for the 

kids but also to help you as a helper grow in your faith, 

trusting what God can help you to do. Plus, it’s super-

fun!” Farmdale’s club has definitely benefited from  

having so many youth helpers as it has allowed the club 

to split into two rooms, as well as to take more students.  

With four adult Wonder Group Leaders, we can take  

24 children. With the youth helpers, we can take up to  

66 total. Truly these leaders help us reap the plentiful  

D uring the 34 years that Elma Umholtz ran the 

Farmdale Good News Club® (GNC®) in her 

home, she made it a point to mentor youth to become 

the next generation of teachers. In addition to being a 

way to share the gospel with children, Elma saw GNC 

as a way to provide future servant teachers for the 

Lord. In 2014, new Team Leader Lisa Kilgore was  

eager to continue that tradition. Initially, high school 

students Emma Kilgore and Christina Stauffer brought 

youth and energy to the club. Today, as college  

students, both young women continue to serve.  

Christina says that she enjoyed growing up in GNC and 

wanted to help the next generation continue to hear the 

Gospel. For Emma, the opportunity to watch kids grow 

in relationship with God over the years has brought her 

back these past six years. A rewarding experience for 

her has been watching a kindergarten boy who  

struggled to pay attention grow into a 5th grader who 

now helps her do the welcome to club each week. 

These joyful youth workers at Farmdale Elementary School’s 
GNC provided the resources necessary to accept 24 more kids! 

The children in Christina Stauffer’s Wonder Group have fun 
while growing in their faith. (continued on page 3) 
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Lisa Kilgore 
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Harvest 
Time in 
Lancaster 
County 

The Club-Church Connection: 

River Corner Mennonite, Conestoga 
UMC, and Bethel EC 

Club of the Quarter 
Fulton Elementary School 
Ephrata Area School District 

(continued on back page) 

D arlene Reppert loves making a difference in 

the lives of children and has been reaching 

out to kids in her community for many years. Initially, 

she and her team of volunteers from Ephrata United 

Zion Church were involved with a release-time  

program at Fulton Elementary School in the Ephrata 

Area School District; however, the principal didn’t 

want students leaving school during the day and  

preferred an after-school program. Some members of 

their team were already familiar with Child Evangelism 

Fellowship (CEF) and inquired about starting a Good 

News Club. 

Fulton’s Good News Club began in the fall of 2015 

with only four children meeting in the cafeteria. This 

team of volunteers persevered from the beginning and 

is finally realizing the fruit of waiting on the Lord. “We 

now have 13 students registered with 12 attending  

regularly and they are all churched children,” says  

Darlene. While the club location has changed to the art 

room, the group of volunteers remains the same, with 

the addition of team leader, Dawn Mast in 2015. As the 

club continues to grow, they are in need of more  

volunteers – specifically a Bible verse and game leader 

as well as small group leaders. 

Volunteers Ginnie Good, Pastor Mel Horst and Darlene 
Reppert build relationships with the children at Fulton  
Elementary School’s Good News Club. 

A t this time last year CEF of Lancaster County 

was blessed with a visit from our International 

President, Reese Kauffman. Reese challenged us to pray 

for more volunteers to reach children around the world. 

He based this challenge on Luke 10:2: “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray  

earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into his harvest.” 

Many of you have joined us in that prayer, as we 

know the harvest is plentiful across Lancaster County. 

And God has answered in a BIG way! This fall, we 

trained 52 new Good News Club volunteers, which has 

allowed us to start three new clubs and to take more 

children in clubs that were filled to capacity. We even 

have a team ready to start a new club this spring at Blue 

Ball Elementary School in the Eastern Lancaster  

County School District. Please join us as we praise God 

for providing “far more abundantly than all that we ask 

or think.”  (Ephesians 3:20) 

“Our team loves seeing the children come to know 

Jesus as their Savior and to watching them grow in their 

relationship with Him to apply what they are learning to 

their lives,” explains Darlene. When asked what the 

students like best, Darlene comments, “They love  

playing games – both at the end of the club and during 

the Bible verse.” One young boy always arrives looking 

sad, shuffling his feet and saying he doesn’t want to be 

there. But, by the end of the club? He is happy and says 

he doesn’t want to leave! Another child has been a bit 

of a challenge but once the team designated her as the 

“role model student” for the club, she accepted the call 

and has greatly improved her behavior. 

It is encouraging to hear about the various  

relationships this team has formed. “The school is 

great,” says Darlene. “The principal supported starting 

the club and the teachers walk their students to the 

club.” She continues, “The parents are always welcome 

at club and have great communication at dismissal.” 

Almost the entire team of volunteers is from the partner 

church and the Pastor of Ephrata United Zion serves as 

the Bible teacher.  As for CEF Darlene says, “CEF is 

wonderful! We feel very supported.” You can support 

Fulton’s GNC by praying and/or volunteering. For 

more information, contact Melinda Grant at 

mgrant@ceflancaster.org or call 717-283-9169.  

T he Good News Club® (GNC®) at Conestoga 

Elementary is blessed to have three churches 

that come together to partner with the club. River  

Corner Mennonite Church, Conestoga UMC, and Bethel 

EC all offer support to the GNC, whether through  

finances, prayer, volunteers or by inviting unchurched 

club families to 

attend church. 

River Corner 

was the first to 

get involved 

with the club 

which started in 

the early 2000s. 

“By the time we  

partnered with 

GNC, River  

Corner had  

several members 

working with the 

club. We  

decided to  

partner with it 

as part of our outreach ministry with the community,” 

says Pastor Dave Gochnauer. Bethel EC got involved 

shortly after Pastor George Custer joined the church. He 

says, “In my previous churches, we had been working 

with release time programs and were pleased with the  

opportunities to reach children for Christ. Upon coming 

to Bethel, I learned from the Conestoga Area Pastors 

Fellowship that a GNC was offered at Conestoga  

Elementary.” Pastor Rick Rimert, from Conestoga 

UMC, was also at one of the Pastors Meetings where he 

heard the need for volunteers and it wasn’t long before 

he got his church involved as well. Not only do these 

pastors partner with the club, they have all volunteered 

or continue to volunteer in the club which meets on 

Tuesdays. All agreed that choosing Conestoga  

Elementary School to partner with was a natural fit  

because it was a school within their community.  

When asked what the benefits were to partnering 

with CEF to support a GNC, Pastor Rimert shared that 

“it provides some of our people an opportunity to  

interact with an age group that is not currently  

represented in our congregation. We all still have a  

passion to reach young lives for Christ.” For Pastor 

Children’s Ministry Specialist Judy Fisher and volunteers 
Grace Martin, Tom Reese and Deb Reese welcome the first 
student to Reidenbaugh’s newly formed Good News Club. 

Pastor Rick Rimert of Conestoga UMC 
knows the value of church partnerships. 

harvest described in Luke 10:2!”  If you know of a 

youth who would like to get involved in a club, contact 

CEF at 717-569-5412 or email info@ceflancaster.org 

to find out about our Youth Training. 

Terrific Teens continued from page 4 

Youth leader Avena Allgyer gets everyone up and moving as 
they learn Bible verse for the week. 


